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who has persevered through near insurmount-
able physical challenges and provides inspira-
tion to his fellow citizens. | am proud to stand
here with my colleagues before this body of
Congress and this Nation and recognize his
triumph of will, and strength of conviction.

During Rick’s early teens, it was discovered
he had a brain tumor. Rick’s condition contin-
ued to worsen, and doctors and family mem-
bers feared he would not pull through. Eventu-
ally, Rick was diagnosed with a rare condition
of adrenal insufficiency, and his hormone and
hydrocortisone treatments have helped him fi-
nally turn the corner. After twenty-five years of
illness, at age forty-three, Rick on the road to
recovery, is taking therapeutic horseback
riding lessons, a pastime that he enjoyed as a
child growing up in Arkansas.

Mr. Speaker, Rick Hanson’s unrelenting will
and sheer determination has helped him to
stave off illness in the face of the gravest of
circumstances. His story of improvement is an
inspiration to us all, and | am honored by the
opportunity to recognize his accomplishments
before this body of Congress and this Nation.

——————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN M. (MIKE)
HENRY

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to John M. (Mike) Henry who is re-
tiring after a long and distinguished career of
public service. A dedicated and selfless indi-
vidual, Mike has served as County Coordi-
nator for Berrien County for the past sixteen
years. During his tenure, Mike assisted the
citizens of Southwest Michigan in a number of
capacities, all with great distinction.

Since 1988, Mike’s contributions to our com-
munity have been tremendous. He has con-
sistently received accolades and recognition
for his inspired work. During his time as Coun-
ty Coordinator, Mike crafted, managed and ex-
ecuted budgets exceeding $2 billion, had the
unique ability to manage large sums of public
funds—always meeting the highest level of au-
diting standards, and exhibited great com-
petence and success in working with the legis-
lative, executive, and judicial branches of gov-
ernment.

In addition to his remarkable service to
Berrien County, Mike also served his country
with great distinction. He served in the U.S.
Army for 20 years, including two tours in Viet-
nam, flying attack helicopters. During his ex-
traordinary years of service, Mike was award-
ed with, among others, the Purple Heart, the
Bronze Star, and the Meritorious Service
Medal.

Our community is in debt to Mike for his
continued public service since 1988. | wish
him and his family all the best in retirement.
His service will be truly missed by the folks in
Southwest Michigan.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
memory of Iris Chang, a courageous historian,
author and champion of Asian and Asian
American history, human rights and historical
redress. During her brief yet remarkable pro-
fessional career, Iris touched the lives of
countless people, shedding light on past injus-
tices and atrocities that had been forgotten or
ignored. In her personal life, she was a loving
wife and mother, a close friend and an inspira-
tion to many. Iris is survived by her husband,
Dr. Brett Douglas, her son, Christopher Doug-
las, her parents, Shau-Jin and Ying-Ying
Chang, and her brother, Michael Chang.

Iris Shun-Ru Chang was born on March 28,
1968 in Princeton, New Jersey. She studied
journalism at the University of lllinois, and re-
ceived her Master's in Science Writing from
Johns Hopkins University. While at Johns
Hopkins, Iris was commissioned to research
the life of Tsien Hsue-Shen, a Chinese Amer-
ican scientist who was deported to China dur-
ing the Communist scare of the 1960s and
subsequently founded China’s ballistics pro-
gram. Her research led to her critically ac-
claimed debut, The Thread of the Silkworm,
which addressed the paranoia and racism of
the McCarthy era.

As a historian and an activist, Iris fought
passionately for historical justice and reconcili-
ation. Her book, The Rape of Nanking, chron-
icled the horrific capture of Nanking during Ja-
pan’s invasion of China in 1937, and was in-
strumental in educating the international com-
munity about Japanese military atrocities dur-
ing World War ll—human rights violations that
had gone unwritten and unacknowledged for
decades. Her efforts to seek redress for the
crimes at Nanking brought her in conflict with
the Japanese government and communities
worldwide, but Iris was unwavering in her
commitment to justice and truth.

In addition to her books, which decried so-
cial and historical injustices against the Asian
and Asian American communities in the
United States and internationally, Iris was also
a member of the Committee of 100, a national
nonpartisan organization of Chinese-American
leaders who work to address issues important
to the Chinese-American community. For her
work, she earned the Peace and International
Cooperation Award from John D. and Cath-
erine T. MacArthur Foundation, and was
named “Woman of the Year” by the Organiza-
tion of Chinese-American Women.

Iris will be remembered for her work and
service to the community. Certainly, the mil-
lions of people whom she touched through her
writings and her activism will not forget the
moral vision she brought on past injustices to
the international community and the public im-
pact of her work in promoting peace between
peoples of differing races and backgrounds.
Her fierce pride of her Chinese-American her-
itage empowered others with the certainty that
they were truly Americans despite their ances-
try. Our community has lost a role model and
close friend; the world has lost one of its finest
and most passionate advocates of social and
historical justice.
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EFFORT IN DARFUR

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 2004

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, the ongoing cri-
sis in Darfur, Sudan continues to be an issue
of high concern to the American people. Ac-
cording to United Nations and U.S. officials,
the situation in Darfur is the worst current hu-
manitarian and human rights crisis in the
world.

Out of a population of 7 million people, 1.2
million are internally displaced, 200,000 have
been forced into exile, and an estimated
70,000 civilians have been killed. The crisis
necessitates not only financial assistance, but
also that of a military and logistical nature. A
November 17, 2004 editorial in the Wash-
ington Post spoke to the current state of the
Darfurian peacekeeping effort.

Despite widespread condemnation by the
international community regarding the Darfur
genocide, few in the West have been willing to
offer troops or logistics to the peacekeeping
effort. The African Union has attempted to fill
the void through its seven hundred man ob-
server force. However, the AU force is se-
verely undermanned and underfunded.

The AU asserts it will need $80 million just
to sustain a force of 3,000 for one year. Many
experts believe that an additional 30,000 to
60,000 troops will be needed to adequately
secure the Darfur region. This is in addition to
the need for logistical support and increased
provision of military vehicles and aircraft.

The AU will no doubt need assistance in
such an endeavor. America, as the greatest
military power in the world, should not allow
this deficiency to continue. Indeed, the U.S.
currently has a contingent of 2,500 troops in
nearby Dijibouti, from which it can initially
draw. The U.S. military airlifted several hun-
dred African soldiers from Nigeria and Rwan-
da into Darfur last month, but this represents
the only major U.S. logistical operation to
date.

More can and must be done by the U.S. in
providing military and logistic resources for the
Darfur peacekeeping effort. The Administration
has long cited the liberty and freedom of the
Iraqi people as a rationale for its military com-
mitment in that country. | know we all agree
that the people of Darfur deserve the same,
so | am hopeful that progress can be made on
this important issue.

[From the Washington Post, Nov. 17, 2004]

DIPLOMACY AND DARFUR

A full arsenal of diplomatic tricks has been
tried on behalf of Darfur, the western prov-
ince of Sudan where the government is or-
chestrating genocide. A number of A-list
statesmen—Britain’s Prime Minister Tony
Blair, Secretary of State Colin L. Powell,
U.N. Secretary, General Kofi Annan—have
journeyed to Sudan to demand an end to the
killing; still the genocide continues. Cease-
fires, undertakings and protocols have been
negotiated and signed; still the genocide con-
tinues. Two U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions have condemned the government’s be-
havior; still the genocide continues. Tomor-
row and Friday, in a triumph of hope over
experience, the Security Council will con-
vene an extraordinary session in Kenya, hop-
ing to shine the spotlight on Sudan’s suf-
fering. But unless the council members
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